ST MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
High St, Beauly, Highland IV4 7AU
Tel: (01463) 782 232
Website: stmarysbeauly.org

Sunday 6™ April 2025

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

5t Sunday of Lent - C
Missal page: 227

ST MARY'S BEAULY 11:00am

Parish Priest: Father Maximilian Nwosu
Email: max.nwosu@rcda.scot

Father James Anyaegbu
Email: jamesanyaegbu@gmail.com

Parish Secretary: Mrs Teresa Palmer
secretary.stmarysbeauly@gmail.com

This Week’s Mass Intentions

Sunday

Beauly: Page Family (God’s Mercy & Love)

Cannich:

WEEKDAY MASS
OUR LADY & ST BEAN, MARYDALE -
9:00am (Confessions, 1st Sun) no Mass 2" 24(1)1“' St John Baptist de la
Sunday — go to St Mary s Eskadale aze
ST MARY'S ESKADALE Tues: (Beauly)
2" Sunday in the month, 9:00am ——pm Locau’y
Wed:

ST MARTIN'S ULLAPOOL

1t 31 and 5% Sundays of the month, >:30pm (Marydale)

Ft Augustus:

Ullapool:

7:00pm (Beauly)

Tuesday

2:30pm

Beauly:

Wednesday

ST MAELRUBHA'S POOLEWE Tli‘(‘;(s);)am (Boauly)
27 & 4™ Sundays of the month at 2:30pm . g.; ¥ Y

Cannich:

LOCHINVER : To be arranged

Friday: St Stanislaus

FORT AUGUSTUS 10:00am (Beauly)

Beauly:

Thursday

Sun 11:00am

Vocations We continue to pray for Deacon Aidan Matheson, Anh Tuan
Symbolism behind the Official 2025 Jubilee Logo:
The logo for the 2025 Jubilee, "Pilgrims of Hope,"

Nguyen, Rene De Los Reyes and Richard Webster.
Lenten Station Mass 2025 —7:00pm

11% April (St. Peter & St. Benedict, Fort Augustus) | 5}. w
is rich in symbolism and represents several key themes.
Four Figures: These figures symbolise humanity coming from the four
corners of the earth, embracing each other to indicate solidarity and fraternity.
Colours: The figures are depicted in red, orange, green, and blue, each colour
representing different aspects: Red: Love, passion, and self-sacrifice.
Orange: Joy, vitality, and enthusiasm. Green: Hope, growth, and rebirth.
Blue: Faith, peace, and tranquillity.
Cross and Anchor: The leading figure holds onto a cross, which bends down
towards humanity, symbolising faith and hope. The cross ends in an anchor,
representing stability and hope in turbulent times.
Waves: The rough waves under the figures symbolize life's challenges and the
need for hope during difficult times.

Finally, the logo encapsulates an invitation for all to walk together towards a
better future, guided by faith, mercy, and fraternity.

St Mary’s 100 Club March Draw: 1st Mr Frank Durdle / 2nd Mr Donald
Shaw / 3rd Mr Christopher Innes.

Triduum 2025: Next week is Palm Sunday and the start of Holy Week, when
the Triduum liturgy will be celebrated_in the main church. The Chrism Mass
will be on Thursday, 10 April at St. Mary’s Inverness at 6:00 pm.

EASTER TRIDUUM PROGRAMME

Beauly:

Fort Augustus: No Mass

Friday

Beauly:

Please pray for the sick of our parishes and all who ask
for our prayers.

CONFESSION: call by the Parish House, phone,
or email to make an appointment.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Wed. 5:00pm
(Marydale); 7:00pm (Fort Augustus)

DEVOTIONS, PRAYER and MASS: The
church is open via the side door; weekday
morning and evening masses are held in the
parish room, in the house.

After Mass, come to the parish room for a
cup of tea or coffee, and maybe a biscuit or
two. Meet up with friends or make new
friends. Monies raised go to support Mary’s
Meals.

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES (APRIL)

Simon Fraser, Annie Robbie, James
Boreland

St Mary’s Offertory (Sunday 30 March)
Offertory collection £238.84
Second Collection (SCIAF) £244.92

ST MARY’S DONATIONS

Holy Thursday: Beauly 8:30 pm
Marydale 6:00 pm
Fort Augustus 5:30 pm

Good Friday:
Beauly 3:00 pm
Fort Augustus 3:00 pm

Holy Saturday:
Ullapool 11:30 am
Poolewe 11:30 am
Beauly 8:30 pm
Marydale 6:00 pm

Easter Sunday:
Beauly 11:00 am
Fort Augustus 11:00am

(15t Collection — Running Account A/c name:

FOR R.C. DIOCESE OF ABERDEEN, ST MARY’S
BEAULY

Acc number: 00711527 Sort Code 80-05-61

(2" Collectiion Fabric Account A/c name:

RCD OF ABERDEEN —RCD BEAULY ST. MARY’S

Acc No: 10031469 Sort Code: 80-05-61

ULLAPOOL CHURCH ROOF APPEAL

A/c Name:

Fort Augustus 5:30 pm
Turn to the back page for Father James’ Lenten Reflection.

Ullapool & Gairloch St Martin of Tours

Account N0:10109462 Sort Code: 80-05-17



mailto:secretary.stmarysbeauly@gmail.com

LENTEN REFLECTION (Fifth Sunday of Lent): Gospel: John 8:1-11
Theme: When Stones Fell and Grace Arose

Emily prided herself on living a moral and upright life. She was active in the parish, coordinated the women’s group, and was known for
her passionate talks on living virtuously. One afternoon, while chatting with a few friends after Mass, she overheard some shocking news that
Sarah, a young woman in the parish, had committed abortion years ago - unknowing she had confessed and received absolution and penance.

Emily’s stomach turned with disgust. “How could she?”” she whispered to her friend. “All this time, she’s been pretending to be holy.
Some Christian she is.” That evening, Emily couldn’t stop thinking about it. Anger and judgment consumed her thoughts. When she saw Sarah
at the next Sunday Mass, Emily avoided her, casting a disapproving glance in her direction.

At Mass, Father Michael gave a reflection on the Gospel of the adulterous woman, where Jesus said, “Let the one among you who is
without sin be the first to throw a stone.” Emily stiffened in her seat, feeling justified in her anger. But as the homily continued, Father Michael
spoke gently yet firmly: “Sometimes,” he said, “the heaviest stones we carry are the ones we throw at ourselves. Guilt and shame can crush us if
we never allow God’s mercy to touch them.” Emily’s gaze drifted to Sarah, who was kneeling at the back of the church, her face hidden in her
hands as she listened. A pang of guilt struck Emily’s heart as she realised that Sarah wasn’t just being judged by others - she was also casting
stones at herself.

Father Michael continued, “When we judge others harshly, we forget that we, too, are in need of mercy. And sometimes, the person we
judge the most is ourselves. Jesus didn’t come to condemn but to heal and restore. The woman caught in adultery didn’t just face the judgment
of the crowd, she faced the judgment within her own heart. But Jesus lifted her up and gave her hope. Mercy calls us to do the same for
ourselves and for others.” He then added, “We are not called to be proud of our sins or to boast about them. Sin should never be celebrated or
treated lightly. But neither are we meant to remain trapped in guilt. True repentance means acknowledging our wrongs, seeking forgiveness,
and allowing God’s grace to transform us. Pride in sin keeps us bound, but humble repentance sets us free.” Emily felt as if a weight had been
lifted from her soul. She realised how blinded she had been by her self-righteousness, unable to see that Sarah was already broken and in need of
compassion, not condemnation.

After Mass, she found Sarah outside, wiping away tears. Summoning her courage, Emily approached her. “Sarah,” she began gently, “can
we talk?” Sarah hesitated but nodded. Emily took a deep breath. “I’ve been judgmental, and I’m truly sorry. I didn’t know your story, and I
never considered how much pain you were carrying. Please forgive me.” Tears welled up in Sarah’s eyes as she replied, “I’ve judged myself
harder than anyone else ever could. I can’t seem to forgive myself.” Emily placed a hand on her shoulder. “Father Michael’s right - sometimes
we’re our own worst accusers. But God’s mercy is greater than our guilt. Let’s walk this journey together, supporting each other with
compassion.” From that day on, Emily and Sarah formed an unexpected friendship rooted in healing and grace. Emily learned to replace
judgment with empathy, and Sarah began to believe that God’s mercy could truly transform her past into a testimony of hope.

Reflection: Mercy and Transformative Repentance

In John 8:1-11, Jesus challenges the crowd ready to stone the woman caught in adultery by saying, “Let the one among you who is without
sin be the first to throw a stone.” The accusers walked away, convicted by their own consciences. Jesus did not condone the woman’s sin but
showed mercy and gave her a chance to change: “Go and sin no more.” We are called not just to receive God’s mercy but to extend it to others
and to ourselves. When we hold on to judgment and condemnation, whether directed at others or ourselves, we become like those in the crowd,
quick to throw stones without acknowledging our own need for forgiveness. While we should never take pride in our sins or boast about our
past mistakes, we also should not let guilt and shame paralyse us. True repentance is not just feeling sorry but turning away from sin and
allowing God to create something new within us.

The Devil’s Strategy: Judgment and Self-Condemnation
The devil tempts us not only to judge others but also to judge ourselves harshly, whispering:
* “You’re beyond forgiveness.”
* “You should hate yourself for what you’ve done.”
* “God can’t truly love you after that.”

These lies aim to trap us in guilt and shame, keeping us from the freedom Christ offers. At the same time, the devil may tempt some to boast
about their sins as if they are achievements, dulling the conscience and keeping the heart unrepentant. Jesus challenges us to drop these stones,
both the ones we throw at others and those we hurl at ourselves, while rejecting the temptation to take pride in wrongdoing.

Call to Action: This week, reflect on these questions:

» Have I judged others without knowing their struggles?

» Have I condemned myself, refusing to let go of guilt?

» Have I ever been proud of my past sins rather than repentant?

* How can I show compassion and support instead of criticism and judgment?

Take a transformative step and start to offer kindness instead of condemnation to those you have judged harshly. If you are carrying guilt and
shame, seek God’s mercy through the Sacrament of Reconciliation and let His love heal your heart.

Let us Pray:
Lord Jesus, free me from pride, judgment, and self-condemnation.
Help me to see others with compassion and to recognise my own need for Your mercy.
Grant me the grace to forgive myself and to embrace Your healing love.
Teach me to put down my stones and lift up those who are broken, just as You have lifted me.
May I never take pride in my sins but always seek Your transforming grace.
Amen.
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